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Bird Watching Facilities in Thailand

Gawin Chutima

Bird Conservation Society of Thailand/Asia Council
BirdLife International

Abstract

Bird watching in Thailand began in 1962 with formation of the
Bangkok Bird Club (BBC) by expatriates. The club first got a Thai name in
1976 and a Thai became its president in 1978. Bird Guide of Thailand, the
first field guide to assist keen bird watchers, was co-authored and published
in 1968 by Boonsong Lakagul and Kitti Thonglongya. It was in English
similar to two later editions. “Birds of Thailand”, the first field guide in
Thai language, was published in 2007. Recognizing a need to conduct (bird)
conservation work, the BBC was developed to become Bird Conservation
Society of Thailand (BCST) which was established and registered in July
1993 and became a full Partner of BirdLife International in 1996.

Bird watching facilities in Thailand was developed much later around
the turn of the century. Administration of national parks with well-known
bird watching sites, such as Khao Yai NP (Northeast), Doi Inthanon NP
(North) and Kaeng Krachan NP (South Central), began to allocate certain
area of its office to set up boards to provide information about birds having
been sighted there. Some NPs have boards in the field with pictures of birds
that might be seen around. Observation towers were constructed but for
watching wildlife in general, not exclusively birds.

Bangpu Nature Education Center (BNEC) located on the shore of the
Gulf of Thailand, south of Bangkok, first opened in 2007, was generally
agreed by bird watchers to provide the best bird watching facilities in
Thailand due to its several enabling factors. It is also a model of
cooperation between a non-state conservation organization (WWTF Thailand),
state agency (The Army’s Logistics Department) and private sector. Up
and coming is Chumporn Raptor Center on Khao Dinsor (Pencil Hill) in
Chumporn Province, Southern Thailand, recognized as a World’s premium
site for watching and counting south-bound raptor migration along the East
Asia Australiasia Flyway. The center was opened in 2012.
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Cooperation between Nature Center and Birdwatcher

AOKI Yuji
Public Interest Incorporated Foundation, Kangawa Prefecture Park Association

Abstract

As an example of cooperation between nature center and birdwatcher, Miyagase
Visitor Center, Kangawa Prefecture where my former stationed facility, is going to be
introduced.

Miyagase Visitor Center located an artificial lakeside, Miyagase Lake, which was
created by a dam construction in the mountains, open in 1986 and closed in 2016. Enabling
to watch many birds of mountains and waterside all the year of four seasons because of the
location of lake and mountain area and as one of the famous birdwatching sites in Knato
area, this place attracted many birdwatchers.

However, this place had not been visited many birdwatchers from the beginning. I
document process from the beginning and cooperation between them afterward, and

summarize its issues.

1. The process until recognized as birdwatching site (fundamental data collection and PR)
» Researches of birds by staffs of the center and researchers (comprehension of avifauna)

» Publication of bird data (requested bird data publication, such as “Birder”)

2. Cooperation with birdwatchers (data collection from birdwatchers and application)

- Summarization of watching data (taking note in the facility, after watching)

- Application of the data and information transmission (display in the facility, HP, mail
magazine, comprehension of avifauna, etc)

 Bird photos photographed around the center and its application (conduct of photo

exhibitions)

3. Issues

» Not all of birdwatchers visit the facility (could not inform benefit of visitation)

» Sharing the data only among birdwatchers, but not arrive the center (the data of rear
species, breeding information)

- Issue of feeding for photography (inadequate enlightement of manners)

» Issue of negative impact of photography to breeding

I hope that we can think about better nature center based on these matters.
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Current condition of Birdwatching Facilities in Okinawa; Comparison
with the facilities in abroad and Japan

KADA Kimio

Yambaru Nature Photo studio

Abstract
Birding facilities in abroad
The famous birding sites in Cost Rica
Monteverde: conserved area and facilities; Quetzal, a representative bird
Boca Tapada: conserved area and facilities; Macaw, Andean Condor, representative birds

Palo Verde: conserved area and facilities; waterbirds such as Red-billed whistling duck

Birdwatching sites in Australia
Wetlands and facilities in Kakadu NP, birds flocked in these sites

Birdwatching sites in Africa
Wetlands and facilities in Kruger NP, birds flocked in these sites

Birdwatching sites in Japan

Birdwatching Hut, Nemuro City, Hokkaido; Japanese crane, Steller’s sea eagle,
White-tailed eagle, representative birds

Nako wild bird park facilities, Osaka, birds flocked in these sites

Kahoku-gata and Katano Duck Pond, wild bird watching facilities, Ishikawa Prefecture,
birds flocked in these sites

Current condition of birding sites in Okinawa

Manko Waterbird and Wetland Center, Manko; Blackface spoonbill, Snip, Plover,
representative birds

Triangle Pond, flood control basin, Toyosaki Wetland, Gushi Wetland; Blackface spoonbill,
Snip, Plover, representative birds

Hiyago Wetland, Awase Tideland, Snip, Plover, representative birds

Yambaru NP, Okinawa rail, Okinawa woodpecker, Ryukyu Robin

Summary
Recommendations of establishing birdwatching facilities in Okinawa Prefecture

Recommendations of establishing facilities (birdwatching) in Yambaru NP
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